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INTERSTATE COMPACT DEFINING THE BOUNDARY 
BETWEEN THE STATES OF ARIZONA AND CALIFORNIA 

Artide I. Furpose. 

The boundary between the States of Arizona and California 
, rnln-.,,ln D; .,=- hqr h :-d-K:-:&- --., .-----A- :- l. e, 

and administration 
ted States have be 

. ..PC~,-O"?P +II ct3t;n 

meanderings in the main channel of the Colorado River with the 
result that a state of confusion exists as to the true and correct 
location of the boundary, and the enforcement of 
the laws of the two states and of the Uni !en 
rendered difficult. 

The purpose of this compact is to fix bv . .  LV illmllJns 
of longitude and latitude the location of the boundary line between 
Arizona and California on the Colorado river irom the southern 
boundary of the state of Kevada to the point on the international 
boundary which is common to the boundaries of Arizona and Cali- 
fornia and the United Mexican States. 

Article 11. Description. 

The boundary between the states of Arizona and California on the 
Colorado river from the point where the oblique boundary between 
California and Nevada intersects the thirty-fifth degree of north 
latitude. said point being common to the boundaries of the states of 
Arizona. California and Xevada, to the point on the international 
boundary which is common to the boundaries of Arizona, California 
and the United MexicanStates, shall be in accordance xith the fol- 
lo\ ring description in general terms of 34 points on the boundary: 

General Description of Boundary 
Between Arizona and California 
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to California and Nevada and the centerline c~f the channel of 
the Colorado River as constructed by the U. S. Bureau of Rec- 
lamation. said point being conimon to the boundaries oi  .%rizona. 
California. and Xevada. where the 35th degree of north latitude 
intersects the centerline o i  said channel; thence downstream 
along and with the centerline of said channel to the southerly end of 
said construction to 

Point A'o. 2, which is located in the center of the channel of 
the Colorado River approximately one-half mile northerly from 
the A.T.8rS.F. Railway Bridge at Topock; thence downstream on 
a straight line to 

Poitlf A'o. 3, which lies in the Colorado River vertically below 
the centerline o i  the -4.T.BrS.F. Rail\\-ay tracks at a point mid- 
way face-to-iace of abutments of the A.T.8rS.F. Railway Bridge 
at Topock, Arizona; thence on a straight line downstream to 

Point No. 4, which lies in the Colorado River vertically below 
the centerline o i  U. S. Highway 66 at a point where said 
centerline intersects the center of the center pier of the highway 

- bridge; thence on a straight line to 



Point No. 5, which lies in the Colorado River vertically below 
the center of the span of the gas line bridge owned by the El 
Paso Katural Gas Co. and the Pacific Gas and Electric Co., 
crossing the Colorado River at Topock, Arizona; thence down- 
stream in a southerly direction through Havasu Lake along a 
line midway between the right and left shore lines of said lake 
as they exist at mean operating level (elevation 448.00 above 
Mean Sea Level), as controlled at Parker Dam to 

Point ATo. 6, which is the center of the overflow section of 
Parker Dam across the Colorado River; thence downstream mid- 
way between the shore lines on the right and left banks oi  the 
Colorado River to 

Point No. 7, which lies in the center of the Colorado River 
approximately 2,050 feet upstream from the earth fill of Head- 
gate Rock Dam; thence on a straight line to 

Point ATo. 8. which is the center of the earth fill of Hearlmtp - -~~~~ - ~ , ~ - ~ ~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ -~~~ ~~~ ---- - -  ----- 0---  

Rock Dam; thence on a straight line to 

Poitzt Aro. 9, which lies on the centerline of the river ap- 
proximately 3.625 feet westerly from Point No. 8: thence on a 
straight line to 

Point No. 10, which Iies in the center of the Colorado River at 
a point where the parallel of 34" 10' north latitude intersects 
said centerline: thence on a straight line to 

Yo112t N O .  11. lvhlch lles In the Lolorado Klver vert~cally below 
the centerline of -4rizona Highway KO. 72 midway between the 
abutments of the highway bridge: then down the Colorado River 
midway between the right and left shore lines across islands which 
may exist between those water lines to 

Poigtt :Vo. 12, which is at the center of the earth fill section 
of the Palo \-erde Diversion Dam; thence down the Colorado 
Rix-er midway between the shore lines on the right and left banks to 

Poiirt S o .  13, n-hich is vertically below the center of the cen- 
ter span of the highway bridge across the Colorado River at Ehren- 
berg, A4rizona (V. S. Highway 60-70) : thence down the Colo- 
rado River midway between the shore lines on the right and left 

re midway 
between abutments: thence down the Colorado Kiver midway be- 
tween the shore lines on the right and left banks, ignoring future 
channelization b>- the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation to 

Poiut -3'0. 1.5, which lies on the centerline o i  the Colorado 
River approximately 8400 feet northward of the center of the 
overflon- section of Imperial Dam; thence on a straight line to 

Point iVo. 16, which is the center oi the overflow section (if 
Imperial Dam: thence on a straight line normal to the longi- 

; tudinal axis of Imperial Dam to 



Point No. 17, which lies at the intersection of the last de- 
scribed line with a line extending northeasterly from the center 
of the overflow section of Laguna Dam and normal to the long- 
tudinal axis of the said Laguna Dam; thence southeasterly on 3 

Point KO. 20, which lies on the centerline of the Colorado 
River where said centerline intersects the section line between 
Sections 1 and 9. Township 8 South, Range 22 MTest. Gila and 
Salt River Xeridian: thence departing from the river on a west- 
erly course along the extension of the above-mentioned section 
line about 0.65 mile to 

Point No. 21, which will be the northwest corner of the 
. -  . - -  . .  - -  . - -- --- 

northeast quarter of Section 8, l'ownship 8 houth. Kange LL West. 
Gila and Salt River Meridian, which shall be resurveyed in es- 
tablishinc this boundary: thence southerly along the centerline of 
said Sl 

Poi] 
quarter oi bectlon 8. lownshlp Cc 3Outn. Kange LL west, blla 
and Salt River Meridian: thence westerly about one and one-half 
miles to 

Point To. 23, which is the west quarter corner of Section 7, 
Township 8 South. Range 22 West, Gila and Salt River Ale- 
ridian: thence southerly about one-half mile to 

Poixi No. 21, which is the southwest corner of Section 7, 
Township 8 South. Range 22 \irest. Gila and Salt R i ~ e r  Ne- 
ridian: thence v-esterly about one mile to 

Paint >To. 25, which is the southwest corner of Section 12, 
To\vnship 8 South, Range 23 11-est. Gila and Salt River Ale- 
ridian. thence southerly about one-half mile to 

Poigtt No. 26, which is the west quarter corner of Section 13, 
Township 8 South. Range 23 \l.'est, Gila and Salt River XIe- 
ridian: thence westerly about 1.93 miles to 

Point No. 27, which lies on the east shoulder of the north- 
south road through the Indian School approximately 370 feet 
due east of the northwest corner of the southu,est quarter of the 
southwest quarter of Section 25, Township 16 South. Range 22 
East. San Bernardino Meridian: thence southerly along and with 
the easterly shoulder line of the said north-south road approxi- 
mately 700 feet to 

Point No. 28, which lies on the easterly shoulder line of said 
north-south road due east of the northeast corner of the stone 



ase of the nor 
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least corner 
ILL A,. . 

retaining wall around the Indian School Hospital: thence due 
west to 

Point No. 29, which is the b .ti of 
said retaining wall; thence southerly alung anu witn me westerly 
shoulder of said north-south road to 

Point No. 30, which lies on the westerly shoulder line of said 
north-south road 330 feet south of and approximately 110 feet 
east of the northeast comer of Section 35, Township 16 South. 
Range 22 East, San Bernardino Meridian: thence due west ap- 
proximately 110 feet to 

Point A70. 31, which w L l l l C  Ui JLCLIVII <j. T o w v  
ship 16 South. Range 22 East. San Bernardino Meridian. ex- 
actly 330 feet south of the northeast corner of said Section 35: 
thence southerly along the east line of said Section 35 to 

Point Aio. 32, which lies at  the center of the Colorado River. 
i.e., midway between the north and south shore lines just down- 
stream from the centerline of the old u. S. High~vay 80 Bridge 
across the Colorado River: thence down the center line o i  the 
Colorado River midwa ~d 
left banks to 

Point No. 33, which 1s a p l n r  in rrir Lulurauu nl\ ri  \cr~icaily 
below the center of the new U. S. Highn-ay 80 Bridge: thence 
down the centerline of the Colorado River midway between the 
shore lines on the right 

Poixt No. 34, whick 3f 
the Colorado River and !n 
California and the unites iwexlcan >rates, w x n  polnt 1s common 
to the houndaries of Arizona, the United Mexican States, and 
California. 

These points  ill be marked on existing bridges and dams and 
where appropriate will be monumented. Between each of these points 
will be a number of subpoints not monumented. The total number of 
points and subpoints will approximate 231. The United States Coast 
and Geodetic Survey will locate the above mentioned 34 points on 
the boundary by precise geodetic surveys. The Coast and Geo- 
detic Survey will locate the remaining approximatel?- 200 unnlon- 
umented sub poi^ ill 
provide a list of 15 

(transverse Me m 
for California) of each-of the 234 points on the boundary. The 
approximately 200 unmonumented subpoints will be identified on copies 
of the aerial photographs by the State of .i\rizona and California to 
define the boundary; the Coast and Geodetic Survey will then locate 
the points so identified by analytic aerotriangulation (photogrammetric 
methods). 

-. . - - . . . . - - . - - . - - 

and left banks to - ,  

I is the intersection of the centerline ( 

the International Boundary Line bet~vec 
. I "  . " ,  . 3 . 3  . . .  

~ t s  by precise photoprammetric methods and \v 
the geographic positions and state coordinate positio~ 
rcator system for Arizona and Lambert svstel 

When the surre: and boundary description has been completed 
by the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey and the Boundarv 

-Coniniissions of -4rizona and California have each certified that ft 



is in conformity with the General Description of Boundary be- 
tween Arizona and California set forth herein. it shall be attached 
hereto and marked Exhibit "-4" and made a part hereof as though 
fully incorporated herein as the permanent description of the 
boundary between the states of Arizona and California. 

Article 111. Ratification and Effective Date. 

This compact shall become operative when it has been ratified 
and approved by the legislatures of the states of -4rizona and 
California, and approved by the Congress of the United States. 

Executed in duplicate this 12th day of March, .4.D., One Thousand 
Nine Hundred and Sixty-three, a t  Sacramento, California. 

FOR T H E  STATE OF 

ARIZONA 

/sf W A Y N E  M. AKIN 
WAYNE M. AKIX 

Chairman of the Ailzona 
Interstate Stream Commission, 
Chairman 

IS/ ROBERT W. PI1 
ROBERT W. PICK= 

.4ttorney General, 
Member 

FOR T H E  ST.%TE OF 

C.4LI 

I O R T I G  

State Lands Commission. 
Chairman 

CKRELL /s/ S T A S J E Y  MOSK 

L STAXLEY MOSK 
Attorney General, 
Member 

IS/ OBED M. LA>>LN 

OBW M. LASSEN 
State Land Commissioner, 
Nember 

Director, 
Department of Water Resources. 
Member 

ATTESTED:  ATTESTED : 

IS/ H O W A R D  F. THOMPSON Is/  BERRIEN E. MOORE 

H o w ~ n n  F. THOS~PSON BERRIEN E. MOORE. 
Executive Secretary Executive Secretary 
Colorado River Boundary Colorado River Boundary 
Commission of Arizona Comniission of California 



EXHIBIT "A" 
Description of 249 Points on Boundary between Arizona and California, 
prepared for Boundary Commissions of Arizona and California by the 
United States Coast and ~eodetic Survey. 
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ARIZONA-CALIFORNIA BOUNDARY COMMISSIONS 

!Y MAPS 
A series of 25 Planimetric Maps delineating the Arizona-California Bound- 

ary and showing the 34 Boundary Points and 215 Boundary Subpoints. 




















































































































































